
Vinal Newsletter

!
5/24 5th Grade Parent meeting at Norwell Middle School 

5/30 Memorial Day, No School 

6/1 Student Government Meeting, 11:30 

6/9 Field Day 

6/9 Art Show

Field Day Lunch 
Orders !
The cafeteria is collecting lunch 
orders for field day.  Please be sure 
to send in the form if your child is 
buying lunch on field day.

Field Trip and Field Day Season!
May and June are packed full of events that require volunteers, 
chaperones and visitors.  Please note: ALL field trip chaperones 
MUST be fingerprinted and have a current CORI on file.    Every 
volunteer and visitor for Field Day MUST have a current CORI on 
file.  If you have any questions about whether your CORI is 
updated, please call the Vinal office at 781-659-8820.  For more 
information about fingerprinting, please see here.

5th Grade Upcoming Dates!
With less than 30 days left in their elementary school careers, our 5th 
graders and their families are going to be very busy.. Here is the list of 
upcoming dates to keep in mind.#

5/24# 5th Grade Parent Meeting at NMS#
5/31# Field Trip#
6/1 # 6th Grade Visits our 5th Grade#
6/6# Combined Vinal and Cole Band Concert#
6/8# Visit to NMS#
6/9# Field Day#
# Art Show#
6/10# Field Trip# #
6/15# Send Off , 7:00 pm#
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Superheroes on Parade in Kindergarten!
Wednesday’s early release saw all of our kindergarteners don their alter ego personas and enjoy a fun day of 
superhero themed centers.  Thank you to our always super teachers, Mrs. Keefe, Mrs.Lewis, Mrs. Ryan,  
Reading Specialist Mrs. Auciello, Literacy Specialist Dr. Pedro and Math Specialist Mrs. Severance. 
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Learning for Life!
WEEK THREE!

Starting two weeks ago (find newsletters HERE, we started a five-week series of information pieces on “Learning 
for Life.” These pieces will hopefully bring to life what we mean when we say we operate with “the whole child in 
mind” and also share ideas on how to encourage and support children with life-long learning. We always want to 
be working on a school and community environment that fosters a love for learning, balances learning content 
with engaging in process, and values social/emotional development the same, if not more than, academic 
development. #

Norwell Public Schools is using Gary Marx's, 21 Trends for the 21st Century: Out of the Trenches and Into the 
Future as we look to our next Strategic Plan. The work of Marx discusses the most important trends reshaping 
society. Marx identifies three trends under the Education and Learning Sphere; #

1. Personalization #
2. Ingenuity #
3. Depth, Breadth, and Purposes of Education #

This week we will focus on the personalization trend.#

Patrick Lenz, Principal                                                                                                                                             May 20, 2016

                                                                                                                                                                                     �3

http://www.norwellschools.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1476
http://www.norwellschools.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1476


Attention, Robot Fans!! !
Does your child hope to be the next great inventor?#

Then come join the Norwell High School Robotics team on June 7th at 3:45 PM at the 
Vinal School (location TBD) and see some robots in action! Discover how your child can start 
down a path towards robotics and even start up their own robotics team at their school!#

This meeting is open to all ages and parents and will include a brief presentation followed by 
Q&A and some hands on robot show and tell from the NHS Robotics team! All students who come to the 
event must be supervised by a parent. #

We look forward to seeing you on June 7th!#

-NHS Robotics Team #

Vinal Students at District Wide Show!
Mrs. Finn is happy to report that this week’s district wide art show was a great 
success!  One hundred fifty Vinal students had their art on display and it 
looked as if all of their family and friends turned out to see it.  Three Vinal 
students were highlighted for their specific contributions.  Congratulations to:#

Shannon Murray - Judges Award .#

Casey Wilson - Her art work was selected to be placed in a traveling art show 
around Norwell public buildings.#

Hannah Leff -  won a scholarship to The South Shore Art Center for her 
submission of "Art Is . . . ." .#

We are very proud of all of our students’ accomplishments.  If you attended the 
district wide show, then you got a taste of what is to come when ALL of Vinal’s 
students’ art is on display at our art show on June 9th.  See you then!
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Using Engineering Skills in 4th Grade Bridges Unit 
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Vinal Vernacular Term of the Week 
BIG IDEA  

Nobody can be a good reasoner unless by constant practice he has realized the importance of getting hold of the big ideas and of hanging 
onto them like grim death. –    A. N. Whitehead, 1929"

When we, as educators, go to plan a unit of study, we begin with the big idea. Based on the content and practice 
standards, we develop the big idea and then plan backwards. #

What is a “big idea”?  

An idea is “big” if it helps us make sense of lots of confusing experiences and seemingly isolated facts. It’s like the 
picture that connects the dots or a simple rule of thumb in a complex field. For example: “the water cycle” is a big idea 
for connecting seemingly discrete and one-way events (the water seems to just disappear as it evaporates). “The heroic 
cycle” enables us to comprehend literature from many places, cultures, and times. “Measure twice, cut once” is a 
profound reminder about how to avoid heartache and inefficiency in building anything. #

A big idea is thus a way of seeing better and working smarter, not just a vague notion or another piece of knowledge. It 
is more like a lens for looking than another object seen; more like a theme than the details of a narrative; more like an 
active strategy in your favorite sport or reading than a specific skill. It is a theory, not a detail.#

If an idea is “big” it helps us make sense of things. So, an idea is not “big” merely because it categorizes a lot of content. 
“Change,” “relationships,” and “number system” certainly encompass an enormous amount of knowledge and 
understanding, but these concepts don’t contain much insight or direction beyond their definition. They aren’t 
particularly powerful or illuminating on their own as concepts.  On the other hand, “For every action there is an equal 
reaction” is a powerful idea about change: we can use it to study, organize, make sense of phenomena, and predict 
changes in motion. So, too, is the idea that “blood is thicker than water” powerful for understanding many relationships 
in societies and throughout history – and, perhaps for understanding a few puzzling decisions made by our family 
members! #

!

Two Great Events - One Great Day! 

June 9th, 2016

Patrick Lenz, Principal                                                                                                                                             May 20, 2016

                                                                                                                                                                                     �6



Vinal Gives Back Donation Drive!!
The 5th Graders have learned a lot about water this year, and today, we enjoyed a program called “Water All Around 
Us” presented by the North and South River Watershed Association (and our trained, knowledgeable 
parents!). We learned about pollutants, the importance of conserving water, and that Norwell is part of a watershed 
that relies solely on well water. Something as simple as clean water can be taken for granted and the struggle for access 
to clean water in countries around the world is real. We have been researching organizations that help those in need 
of clean water. We chose to raise money to donate to The Water Project, an organization that builds wells in areas 
of need. With wells and access to clean water, we help communities fight sickness, disease, and even death…but we 
need your help! #

Please consider some Spring cleaning and donate gently-used items on Wednesday, June 1st. In partnership with 
Savers, a global thrift organization, we will be able to work toward our goal of raising $750 to help fund a well (it 
costs $2500 to completely fund one well). Items collected during the drive will be sold to Savers in Hanover. The 
items we can accept in bags/boxes are listed below. Savers will pay us 20 cents for soft goods and 5 cents for hard 
goods.#

Items accepted:#

Clothing and Shoes: Men’s, women’s, children’s#
Other textiles: Bed/bath towels, sheets, blankets, pillows, curtains, tablecloths#
Accessories: Hats, mittens, scarves, ties, socks, purses, wallets, backpacks, bags#
Electrical: Small toasters, blenders, coffee makers, mixers, juicers, waffle irons, griddles, hairdryers, curling irons#
Kids: Toys, games, puzzles, stuffed animals#
Kitchen: Pots, pans, utensils, china cups, mugs, vases, dishes, cutlery, glassware, silverware, stemware#
Knick-knacks: Jewelry, crafts, candles, baskets, ornaments, hand tools#
Media: Hardback and paperback books, magazines, records, tapes, CDs, videos, DVDs, computer software#
Sports Equipment: Balls, bats, tennis rackets, Frisbees, baseball gloves#!

Please bring items to the first annual Vinal Gives Back Donation Drive on Wednesday, June 1st from 
8:30 am – 3:30 pm at Vinal School’s front entrance. There will be a spot set up for you to drop off your 
donation. Please make sure it is bagged or boxed to help with delivery.#

 We thank you in advance for your donation! Together, we can make a difference!
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!
 Following are next week’s children’s activities at the Norwell Public Library.   

Please	visit	norwellpubliclibrary.org	for	full	details:	!
Saturday,	May	21,	10	AM	to	4:45	PM			Community	Readathon		Stop	by	the	Library	a:er	your	game	
(or	any?me	all	day)	and	enjoy	complimentary	beverages	and	cake,	in	celebra?on	of	reading!		In	a	
mock	living	room	seJng,	children	can	read	to	a	friend,	sibling,	or	stuffed	animal.		From	11AM	to	
12:30	PM,	kids	may	read	to	a	registered	therapy	dog,	a	Chihuahua	named	Spider.		At	2PM,	join	local	
author/illustrator	Cheryl	Shaw	Barnes	in	an	entertaining	presenta?on	about	her	civic-minded	books	
that	make	learning	about	American	government	exci?ng	and	accessible	for	elementary-age	children.		
Pick	and	choose	from	any	of	these	ac?vi?es,	and	celebrate	the	joys	of	reading!		

Wednesday,	May		25,	10:30	AM			Story	Time	in	the	Park		Story	Time	travels	to	Gaffield	Park	every	
Wednesday	in	May,	weather	permiJng.		

Friday,	May	27,	11	AM				Book	&	Bubbles		A	toddler-focused,	20-minute	program	of	nursery	rhymes,	
songs,	and	bounces,	led	by	the	children’s	librarian,	followed	by	adult	conversa?on	while	children	
play	with	age-appropriate	toys.		Drop-ins	welcome.			 	 	

Norwell Cheerleading Clinic 

All girls are welcome! New and experienced athletes will learn or improve their skills. Norwell High’s Coach 
Victoria Pagnini and her HS girls will run a skills session to any interested future cheerleaders. NO 
EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!#

When: Saturday, June 11th  

Where: Norwell High School Gym#

Time: 10 am-1 pm#

Price: $35/athlete Donation to NHS Boosters#

 First 50 athletes to sign up receive a cheer bow!!  Please RSVP to pagnini.victoria@gmail.com to sign up!#

!
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